Case Report J Korean Geriatr Soc 2009:13(1):39-42

Dol Aol FOIE ot S 1of
Suttistm o|mihst LhapstmAl
2 3 A

Esophageal Metastasis of Malignant Melanoma in a 66-year-old Female Patient

Hee Seok Moon, MD

Department of Internal Medicine, Chungnam National University College of Medicine, Daejeon, Korea

Malignant melanoma is a malignant neoplasm originating from the melanocytes, which are cells derived from the
neural crest. Gastrointestinal metastasis that spreads through lymphatic or hematogenous routes is an important prog-
nostic factor; however, esophageal metastasis has rarely been reported. A number of immunohistochemical stai-
ning methods for the pathological confirmation of esophageal metastasis have been introduced recently. Metastatic
malignant melanoma is treated with chemotherapy and immunotherapy, but the prognosis is very poor. We report
the case of a 66-year-old female who presented with difficulty swallowing, epigastric discomfort, and multiple variable-
sized esophageal nodules diagnosed as esophageal metastases from subcutaneous malignant melanoma.
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Fig. 1. Gross findings of the face and chest. Dark pinkish, easily bruised,
variable-sized nodules seen on face and chest.

Fig. 2. Endoscopic findings. Dark brownish, variable-sized polypoid

lesions observed on the epiglottis, vocal cords, and the entire esophagus.
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Fig. 3. Head and neck computed tomography findings. Multiple
enhancing nodules observed on right side of posterior soft palate, left
side of base of tongue, right side of vocal cords, and right side of
posterior pharyngeal wall; moreover, multiple variable-sized scattered
metastatic nodules were observed on skin and in subcutaneous fat.
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Fig. 4. Microscopic findings. (A) Low magnification image showing
proliferation of oval-to-elongated melanocytes with markedly stained
chromatin (H&E stain, x40). (B) At higher magnification, it can be seen
that the tumor cells vary in size, shape, and chromatin-staining pattern.
The cells have prominent nuclei and eosinophilic cytoplasm (H&E
stain, x100).
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Fig. 5. Immunohistochemical stain findings. Shows nuclear S100 expression (A), positive results for cytoplasmic HMB-45 (B), and

VEGF (C).
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